
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Although there have been many delays and obstacles, it is with great pleasure that I can inform you that 

the new CCM Website is now on-line. It is a significant improvement to the old Website and provides the 

Board of Directors with new opportunities to communicate with you. As you navigate the Home page, 

you will find the current contact information for the Registrar, a new and improved menu bar that allows 

you to easily navigate through the College’s various certifications, information about upcoming events or 

conferences, advertising and a section on what are latest hot topics. To be successful, we ask that 

members become more engaged with the College’s activities and contribute to these short segments. Our 

membership’s expertise is varied and covers many specialties in Microbiology. This would be an 

opportunity for all to share topics or interests in their field with all of the College’s membership. The 

College’s administration is entirely made of members who volunteer their time and continued engagement 

and contributions are more than welcomed to ensure its success. 

 

As winter approaches, I will take this opportunity to remind all of you to renew your membership as soon 

as possible. There is still time if you have not done so for 2014. The College does not have many sources 

of revenue except for membership and examination fees. Prompt payment of each of our membership 

dues is essential to ensure that the College’s business can continue and that we can support further 

educational opportunities for our members. The new website provides you with an opportunity to pay 

electronically through PayPal or by mail-in cheque. However, it is essential that you provide us with your 

up to date contact information, particularly your email. This allows us to maintain an updated list of our 

members such that we can send updates, newsletters or other communications from the College. On 

average, when we send out communication by email, at least 40 to 50 emails bounce back because the 

address has changed. One of our goals is to reduce this number and hopefully the new website will help 

us maintain the database. 

 

I am nearing the end of my term as President of the College and I have still much to accomplish. In the 

next few months, members will be receiving correspondence from the Board regarding the adoption of the 

new By-Laws. These changes were necessary for us to comply with the new Industry Canada 

requirements for not-for-profit organizations. I hope that all of you will be engaged in reviewing the 

documents and offer commentary. The new By-Laws represent a significant change in how we elect our 

members to the board. It is important that we hear back from you. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank all of you who have been involved in the College and hope that more of 

our new members hear the call for volunteers. There are many plans to improve the College’s visibility 

and “raison d’être” particularly through collaboration with other Professional Organizations with common 

goals. However, we need your help. Finally I wish to express my gratitude to the Registrar and members 

of the Board for their tireless work. It has been a privilege to be your President for the past two years. 

 

 
Marc Desjardins Ph.D., D(ABMM) FCCM 
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